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south, and the Morava drains most of it to the Danube, although the
Oder drains a small section in the north. In human development also
it closely resembles Bohemia, except that agriculture holds a position
of greater relative importance than industry, some 41 per cent of its
inhabitants being engaged in agriculture while 35 per cent are classified
as industrial. The people are active and capable, and both agriculture
and industry are carried on in a modern scientific manner.

Industrial activity is aided by the presence of valuable coal deposits
at Rossitz and by the proximity of the important Silesian coal fields.
Textiles and machinery of various types are the principal manufactured
products, but the industrial life is varied. Brno (Briinn) is the leading
commercial and industrial center of the province, and has profited
by the convergence of valleys at this point and by the proximity of
the coal fields.

Moravia has long been an important transit zone. The Oder, cut-
ting its way through the Moravian Gate around the eastern end of
the Sudeten, flows northwestward to the Baltic. The Wista (Vistula)
also rises near the northern entrance to the Gate and provides a route
toward the northeast. Thus two important routes from the north
tend to converge on the Moravian Gate, while to the south the Morava
leads to the Middle Danube. The divide between these north- and south-
flowing rivers is so low that they are connected by canal. Since the
days of the old amber route, Moravia has thus been a much used
pathway between the Baltic and the Adriatic.

SILESIA

Silesia, which has been joined administratively to Moravia, is
especially important because of its rich coal deposits. Here are the
famous Ostrava-Karvin fields which constitute the southwestern ex-
tension of the Moravian-Silesian-P'olish Basin, of which Czechoslo-
vakia owns about 16 per cent. Considerable amounts of this coal are
exported, for it is in wide demand due to its excellent coking quality.
However, the nearby Upper Silesian coals, which are less well suited
for coking, offer effective competition for household or industrial fuel
purposes.

The presence of abundant coal and the proximity to important
transportation routes have aided in making this the most highly indus-
trialized section of Czechoslovakia. Some 46 per cent of the popula-
tion are employed in industry, while only 29 per cent are engaged in
agriculture. The textile industries are of special importance, and were